By clinical cure is meant that after specific treatment the patient became afebrile and remained so, the size of the spleen decreased markedly, the blood picture improved up to the normal level for the population, and there was a distinct gain in weight. As with other diamidines, the temperature came down to normal in most cases after the completion of a course of injections.
As in all these cases the treatment has been finished only recently, it is not possible yet to ascertain whether the cure has been permanent or not. But from the immediate results it is justifiable to conclude that the drug has a fair degree of anti-kala-azar activity.
The dosage required to bring about a clinical cure was about twice the amount required with diamidino stilbene (stilbamidine, M&B 744): There has not. been any very unpleasant reaction after the intravenous injections of phenamidine. The complete results of treatment of kala-azar with this drug will be published after a follow-up of the series of cases treated, six months or more after their discharge from the hospital.
